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A new model of ordained ministry in a renewed Catholic Church 

““It can be intimidating to be courageous in the face of hate. Be 
courageous, step forward, and listen to the whispers of God.” 

RCWP Members 
Anticipate 2017 

Gathering 

Olivia! 
Bishop for a New Age 

 Meeting Olivia Doko, RCWP at a Eucharistic celebration is to see that she 
is like no other liturgical presider—for how often does a dancing Bishop 
come down the aisle with a tambourine in hand?   Olivia will be Bishop of 
the Western Region of RCWP for just one more year and most agree that 
she has been an ideal pastor.   

When Olivia was admitted to the preparation program for ordination in 
early 2005, she had an M.A. in ministry and decades of ministerial 
experience with the Roman Catholic Church in the Monterey CA 
Diocese.  Even then, her ministerial relationships extended beyond the 
Roman Catholic Diocese into the Jewish community, into the protestant 
churches in her area, and also into non-denominational communities.  
Olivia grew up in the Pismo Beach area of California.  She is married 53 
years, has two sons, and three grandsons.  

Olivia Doko was ordained a priest on July 31, 2006 on the two-deck 
riverboat, The Majestic, at the confluence of the Allegheny, Monongahela 
and Ohio rivers in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.   

Elected the second bishop of the Western Region of RCWP as successor 
to Dana Reynolds, Olivia was consecrated a bishop on February 27, 2010. 

“Olivia's gifts are multitudinous, and begin with her deep spirituality and 
her spiritual discernment,” said Kathleen Kunster, RCWP.  “She also has 
the ability to change her mind about something when a case is made for it.  
People are immediately impressed by her humanity, her joy, and her 
humility.”    

Olivia has served as the RCWP representative to Women’s Ordination 
Worldwide (WOW) for the past 5 years.  This has required travel to other 
countries to advance the ordination of Roman Catholic women. Earlier 
this year she attended the WOW conference in Krakow, Poland. 

Olivia's intent, as she puts it, is “to create a space in which other people's 
gifts can shine, and to be a pastor to the pastors.” 

  

    

    

   

  

 Bishop       
Oliva 
Doko, 
RCWP 

Our membership anticipates a national 
gathering scheduled for July 11-14, 2017 
called RCWP USA Council 2017: Discovering 
Our Emerging Future.  The meeting will be 
held at Holy Wisdom Monastery in 
Madison, WI 

Planning for the Council has been in 
earnest since last autumn. The committee 
members are: Judy Dahl, Paula Hoeffer, 
Marellen Mayers, Nancy Meyers, Irene 
Senn, and Martha Sherman. A survey 
provided the framework for goals and 
objectives.  The gathering will focus on 
Mission, Purpose, and Vision.  

 Debbie Asberry, a senior consultant for 
Community Works out of Indianapolis 
was selected by the committee to lead the 
process. Her previous experience in group 
dynamics, processes, and contemplative 
dialogue were strong reasons for engaging 
her services. 

 

 

 

 

Roman Catholic Womenpriests Fall 2016 

The Journey Forward: 
 

Fall is such an exciting time because it reminds us of a preparation for what is to come. In this time, as with all   
of history, we are reminded that as individuals we may feel our strength is not enough to roll away the 
stone to reveal the beauty of truth and justice. But united as one, we become the voice of the voiceless, the 
strength of the weak, and the presence of those living invisibly on the margins. Come walk with us 
(wherever and whenever - in prayer or in person) and join us as we joyfully journey the road ahead: 

\ 
February 24-26, 2017 - LA  Religious Education Congress:  Please join RCWP and local CTA supporters in Anaheim, California as we 
get the word out about RCWP at this Los Angeles Diocese sponsored event, attended by thousands worldwide.  

Please Save These Dates as well: 

November 20th - Transgender Day of Remembrance  

November 25th - International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 

December 10th - Human Rights Day  

March 25, 2017 – World Day of Prayer for Women’s Ordination Women’s Ordination Worldwide-WOW 

April 22, 2017 - Earth Day  

May 7, 2017 –Priesthood Sunday: WOW invites all to witness outside churches and cathedrals exposing the exclusion of women from 
the priesthood. 

This is just a glimpse into the action packed world many Roman Catholic Womenpriests traverse. We invite you to celebrate the 
many priesthood and diaconate ordinations throughout the United States and the rest of the global community. Come and visit one 
of our faith communities where women priests preside and where truly all are welcome.  Share with us, pray with us, laugh with us, 
and love with us. For more info, go to www.romancatholicwomenpriests.org and our Facebook, which is updated daily. 
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Roman Catholic Womenpriests Fall 2016 

Tree Toledo 
Holy Spirit Catholic Community plants 100,000 trees, with more to come 

1

Holy Spirit Catholic Community in Toledo Ohio 
believes in social justice. In the fall of 2014 Holy 
Spirit decided to focus on 
care for creation as their 
theme and eventually 
reached consensus on an 
effort to mitigate climate 
change.  How could a 
small chur ch in Toledo 
accomplish this ?  By 
getting people to plant one 
tree for every Toledoan in 
five years. “ That’s 
282,313 trees!” said Pastor 
Beverly Bingle, RCWP. Membership in Tree Toledo 
is open not only to members of Holy Spirit but to all 
interested people, drawing eco -activists from 
northwest Ohio and southern Michigan.    

2

Each spring begins with a ceremonial planting on 
Earth Day. In 2015, Tree Toledo members dug and 

potted up donated seedlings, staffed 
displays, distributed seedlings at 
gatherings and m ade presentations to 
groups interested in protecting the 
environment.   In partnership with 
the Metroparks of the Toledo Area 
and with the help of a grant from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Tree Toledo will be helping 
plant 100,000 trees in 201 6 in 
addition to continued digs and 
distributions around Toledo.  

Though Pope Francis’ encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ came 
later, this document stirred up interest in trees and 
drew attention to Tree Toledo's goals.  

 

1

Above are the words of a womanpriest, Corene Besetzny, 
from Red Wing, Minnesota, whose small home church is 
so inclusive as to reflect the diversity and unity many long 
for.  Gathering once a month for liturgy, this group 
includes an Episcopal liturgist, a Buddhist and  Jewish 
person, and an agnostic.  In the summer, the home church 
has Mass in a park.  In September the service is in a 
vineyard owned by a member from the Episcopal Church.  

“I feel we are a diverse group which represent the church 
of the future, a church where all are welcome. That’s the 
key,” says Corene.  

Home Masses are so important because they are much 
more able to depict a church where “we are invested in 
each other and  get to know each other,” says Corene. “A 
church should first of all be a church of relationship,” 
remarked Corene. “This is difficult to accomplish in large 
congregations.”  

2

Corene believes her role as a priest is to be a prophetic 
voice, albeit a quiet on e. Still one gets the sense that this 
home church is a powerful voice calling for unity and 
completeness in a fractured world.     

 

 

Home Churches: A Renewed Church 

“That’s 282,313 trees!” 

“God is so big—so inclusive—how can we set boundaries?” 

Worldwide and Growing 
232  

Roman Catholic Womenpriests 
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Creating A City Without Borders 
With Love for All and Hatred for None 

When Pat Shannon Jones, RCWP priest for the Living Water Community took on her 
job as Executive Director of an immigration service organization, she did not dream that 
it would mean growing a relationship with local Muslim communities in Baltimore.   
But last December in response to Pope Francis’ call for a Year of Mercy, the agency 
leadership began to seek ways to dialogue and pray with the Muslim community in 
response to the accusations they were hearing about “radical Islam”.  

First, Pat attended a statewide meeting about the need for emergency preparedness in 
Churches, Mosques, and Synagogues due to all the negativity. Together, they connected 

the Al Rahmah School with a Catholic elementary school so that a new relationship between students could begin. As a 
result, Pat was invited to attend an interfaith service at another mosque.  As time elapsed an interfaith women’s 
discussion group was formed that presented topics on Islam including the Qur’an, Sharia Law, and questions around the 
role of women.  After the June massacre in Orlando, Living Water Community members, along with several Christian 
denominations, Jewish leaders, local Catholic churches, and the Ahmadiyya Mosque members carried banners in a 
candlelight procession supporting the victims and their families. The mosque motto is “Love for All-Hatred for None.” 

Listening to the Whispers of God 
Candidates for RCWP-USA come with a variety of backgrounds and experiences and each person’s journey toward 
seeking ordination is unique. 

Amy Bruner from Des Moines, Iowa has a rich background as a faith leader.  Amy chose to apply to RCWP 
for candidacy to the priesthood. Amy recalls the transitions that took place in her life including moving from 
the traditional Latin Mass into the breathtaking spirit of Vatican II.  

 “My call didn’t come earlier in life like some who have shared about their faith journey; it came all of a 
sudden.”  

When asked about her call to priesthood she recalled that deep profound moment. “I heard from the deepest 
part of my being, ‘Become a priest.’ This moment took my breath away and then I said, ‘Yes God.’”  

She said, “It can be intimidating to be courageous in the face of hate. Be courageous, step forward, and 
listen to the whispers of God.” 

    Washington Clippers Ministry   

                More Than Washing Feet    
The Washington Clippers sounds like a sports team, but it’s actually                                                                                           
a group of Holy Wisdom Inclusive Catholic Community members and friends                                                                                
who provide foot care to homeless men and women in Olympia as well as travel                                                                 
to Skid Row in Los Angeles. Over the years they have trained others in                                                                            
Los Angeles to carry on the ministry all year long.   

The Holy Wisdom Community also offers support through donations and supplies “This was our 9th year of going 
to Skid Row in LA to do foot care,” said Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice, RCWP priest pictured above. “We soak feet, in 
warm soapy water, scrape callouses, cut nails, take out ingrown toenails, drummel thick nails and massage feet.” 
Saima Scott, a member of the Clippers and friend of RCWP, says: “There is so much to hear: laughter, good will, 
respect, sadness, anger, loss, confusion, paranoia, cynicism, gratitude, a little craziness.” Kathleen concludes, “We 
daily watch people who are anxious, tired, cold, and in pain get up from our chairs and smile, refreshed and 
grateful. Their lives are just a bit easier for a while, and I am grateful to be a part of this.” 

 

Amy Bruner shares a moment 
of prayer with Roy Bourgeois 
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